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The Aſſociation met on Tus DAN 1 and 
appointed, | | - * 


DAN TAYLOR. —& Chairman, © TE F 
8 2 7 

THOMAS PICKERING, _— 

JOHN TAYLOR, | Moderators, ge 4 | 


JOHN ASHWELL, 
JOHN CARR, I 


5. 


Met again on Wannsbar Mae at Seven 
o'Clock, and proceeded to read the State of the 
Churches. J 


Met for divine Service at half paſt Ten in the Morn- 
ing; Brother SUTCL1iFF opened the Meeting by 
Prayer, Brother SAMUEL DEAcox preached from 
Mark ix. 13. 


Met again at Three, Brother D. Tay Lok prayed, 
and preached from Mark xvi. 1 5. laſt claule. 


TavrsDay Evening at Seven o'Clock ; Brother J. 
TarLor prayed, Brother T. PICKERING preached 
from 1 Tim. i. 15. 
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STATE OF THE CHURCHES; 


"4g 


"= '** ASHFORD. g 
3, FEETINGS nearly as laſt year. Moderately attend- 
ed with Hearers in general except at Wardlow. We 


"ave great reaſon to lament that the converſion of Sinners is 
ſo much at a ſtand among us—ſeveral of our Members ma- 

:. nifeſt too much rrffing in the great concerns of Religion; 
We are not ſo cordially unanimous as is defirable. — Yet 
we hope ſome are truly alive to God, and careful to adorn the 

Goſpel. —We have had much anxiety through the applica- 
tion from Boſton for our Miniſter, and as the affair we un- 
derſtand is ſtill in ſuſpence, our anxiety is not at end. 


BARTON. Well attended with Hearers—pretty una- 
nimous, as a Church; a kind Providence ſmiling on us— 
for all which, we deſire to be devoutly thankful. 


BOSTON. Pretty well attended with Hearers and ve- 
ry unanimous : Though ſome Members are negligent and tri- 
fling, yet others we truſt are diligent in the cauſe of Reli- 
gion— The loſs of our Paſtor is a ſharp trial; on wiaich ac- 
count we have experienced many difficulties. On a Lord's- 
day Morning we are ſupplied with preaching by Brother 
Bix s (for which we are thankful,) but as he is likely to 
remove to Bourne, we expect to be deprived of this aſſiſtance. 
We hope and truſt the Lord will ſhortly ſend us a Paſtor 
after his own Heart; who will feed us with knowledge 
and underſtanding. Brethren pray for us. 


We requeſt that the Aﬀociation may be at Boſton next 
year, 


BIRMINGHAM & SUTTON. Meetings and attend- 
ance nearly the ſame as laſt year We have to lament that 
we are too cool in Religion. Yet we truſt ſome enjoy the 


Love of God in their Souls, and make it manifeſt 1a their 
Lives and Conduct. 


BURNLEY. State of Religion very low, have been 
much hurt by the diſorderly conduct of ſome Members, and 
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Met again on WepxesDas Morning at Seven 
o'Clock, and proceeded to read the State of the 
Churches. | 


Met for divine Service at half paſt Ten in the Morn- 
ing; Brother SuTcL1FF opened the Mecting by 
Prayer, Brother SauuEL DEAcox preached from 
Mark ix. 13. 


Met again at Three, Brother D. Tay TOR prayed, 
and preached from Mark xvi. 1 5. laſt clauſe. 


TrvrsDaAY Evening at Seven o'Clock ; Brother J. 
Tavrox prayed, Brother T. PICKERING preached 
from 1 Tim. 1. 15. 
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EETINGS nearly as laſt year. Moderately attend- 
ed with Hearers in general except at Wardlow. We 
Save great reaſon to lament that the converſion of Sinners is 
ſo much at a ſtand among us—ſeveral of our Members ma- 
. nifeſt too much trfifting in the great concerns of Religion; 
We are not ſo cordially unanimous as is defirable. — Yet 
we hope ſome are truly alive to God, and-careful to adorn the 
Goſpel. —We have had much anxiety through the applica- 
tion from Boſton for our Miniſter, and as the affair we un- 

derſtand is ſtill in ſuſpence, our anxiety is not at end, 


BARTON. Well attended with Hearers—pretty una- 
nimous, as a Church; a kind Providence ſmiling on us— 
for all which, we deſire to be devoutly thanktul. 


BOSTON. Pretty well attended with Hearers and ve- 
ry unanimous : Though ſome Members are negligent and tri- 
fling, yet others we truſt are diligent in the canſe of Reli- 
gion The loſs of our Paſtor is a ſharp trial; on waich ac- 
count we have experienced many difficulties. Gn 4 Lord's- 
day Morning we are ſupplied with preaching by Br«ther 
Bixxs (for which we are thankful, bur as he is likely to 
remove to Bourne, we expect to be deprived of this aſhance, 
We hope and truit the Lord will ſhortly ſend us a Paſtor 
after his own Heart; who will feed us with knowledge 
2nd underſtanding. Brethren pray tor us. 

We requeſt that the Aﬀociation may be at Boſton next 
year, 

BIRMINGHAM & SUTTON. Meetings and attend- 
ance nearly the ſame as laſt year We have to lament that 
We are too cool in Religion. Yet we truft ſoine enjoy the 


Love of God in their Souls, and make ic manifeſt in their 
Lives and Conduct. 


BURNLEY. State of Religion very low, have been 
much hurt by the diſorderly conduct of ſome Members, and 
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hive reaſon to complain of a general declenſion, yet hope 
we are in ſome meaſure ſenſible of its evil, and defirous to 
be delivered from it—Have preaching twice and ſometimes 
three times on a Lord's-day—Hearers few, and but little 
good appears to be done —Brethren, remember, pity, and 
Pray for us. 


CALDWELL. We are ſorry to inform our Brethren: 
that too much coolneſs in Spiritual matters 1s manifeſt in 
ſome of our Members, but hope it is not ſowith all; yet 
could wiſh to ſee more of the power of Godlineſs among us, 
that we may ſhew forth the Praiſes of Him who hath called 
us out of Darkneſs into his marvelous Light. 45S 


CASTLE-DONNINGTON, Preaching at fame pla- 
ces as uſual, except that we have preached a few times at 
Hemington ; have appointed another Deacon to act inſtead # 
of our other Deacon, who is now indiſpoſed. - Some of our 
Members ſeem too lukewarm, and do not attend Church- 
meetings and Public Worſhip ſo regularly as we earneſtly 
wiſh—Some are more lively, and fill up their places in the 
Houſe of God, and recommend the truth by a good example, 
We are thankful that the Goſpel is preached to us in its 
Purity, we have had ſome increaſe this year, and hope Re- 
ligion 1s on the advance, Brethren pray for us, that we 
may be more diligent in reading the good word of God, 
and more diligent in reducing it to practice. 


CHURCH-LANE, WRHITECHATrEI, Loxndon. We 
wiſh we could ſay, as a Church at large, that we were ſo 
lively, zealous, and unanimous as in years paſt. Brethren 
Pray for us. 


DERBY. A few Months ago we began preaching at 
Alvaſton, in a Meeting Houſe lent us by the Preſbyterians, 
at which place we are well attended with Hearers ; and hope 
that conſiderable good will be done; our Hearers at Derby 
lately increaſed. We return thanks to the Church of Cat- 
meg Sou aameany Kegworth, aud Melbourn, for ſapplying 
us with Miniſters, and earneſtly requeſt a continuance of 
this favor. 


GAMSTON & RETFORD. We have had our tri- 
als in both our Paſtors being called away by Death. Have 
endeavoured to keep Meetings as uſual at both places, and 
hope the ſpirit of hearing is on the advance; tolerably unani- 
mous ainong ourſelves, and we hope Religion would increaſe 
if we had an able Miniſter ſettled amongſt us. We bers 
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$ reafoa to be thankful for the labours of Brothers Hardftaft 
and F ox, that have viſited us, Brethren pray for us. 


-GOSBERTON.. We have our trials. Religion very 
low. amongſt us. Converſion at a ſtand ; ſome wound the 
'Cauſe by diſorderly walking. Others we truſt are alive to 
God: we have had preaching only once a week for the laſt 
ten months, on account of Brother Binns having to aſſiſt 
the Church at Boſton, in their preſent diſtreſſing ſtate; and 
his weak ſtate of body will not allow him to preach three 
times on a Lord's-day 3 Brethren pray for us. —One Cau- 
didate for Baptiſm, 


HALIFAX. Religion in general very low ; ſome of our 
Members attend public worſhip well on a Lord's-day ; and 
we hope are alive to God. But others are too lukewarm, 
and do not attend as we moſt earneſtly with. On this ac- 
count our Congregation is ſmall in a forenoon, but conſide- 


rably better in the afternoon ; unanimous among ourſe] ves. 


HINCKLEY. The ftate of Religion low in ſome. 
Others appear more lively and zealous. Officers and Meet- 
ings nearly as laſt year, not free from troubles, but little ap- 
pearance of increaſe. Brethren, remember us in your Prayers. 


St. IVES. We are ſorry to inform you that ſome of our 
Members are too remiſs in attending the Lord's Supper and 
Prayer Meetings, and appear to have too little concern 
about the one thing needful. This, however, is not the caſe 
with all. A few, we truſt, are really alive to God, devot- 
ed to his ſervice, and would rejoice to ſee all their Brethren 
ſtriving with them for the Faith of the Goſpel, and adorn - 
ing the doctrine of God their Saviour in all things. 


KEGWORTH. Officers nearly as laſt year. Preach- 
ing at fix places, well attended with Heaters at all of them, 
except one, Have erected and opened a rew Meeting Houle 
at Sutton, We have our difficulties, but hope upon the 
whole, Religion is on the advance. As a Church, peacea- 
ble among ourſelves; our Church Meetings are conducted 
with order and unanimity, ſome of the Members are too 
cool and indiffeient, others are more lively and zealous.— 
Brethren pray for us. | | 


KILLINGHOLM. We are ſorry that our Zion is leſs 
united in Goſpel Love, Unity and Charity than we wiſh. 
—Preaching every Lord's-day at Tillingholm, and well at- 
tended with Hesrers.— At Clixby every fortnight. Oc- 
caſionally at Limber, Halton and Uicby. 
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have reaſon to complain of a general declenſion, yet hope 
we are in ſome meaſure ſenſible of its evil, and deſirous to 
be delivered from it—Have preaching twice and ſometimes 
three times on a Lord's-day— Heaters few, and but little 
good appears to be done—Prethren, remember, pity, and 
Pray for us. 


CALDWELL. We are forry to inform our Brethren 
that too much coolneſs in Spiritual matters is manifeſt in 
ſome of our Members, but hope it is not ſo with all; yet 
could wiſh to ſee mare of the power of Gedlineſs among us, 
that we may ſhew forth the Praifes of Him who hath called 
us out of Darkneſs into his marvelous Light. 


CASTLE-DONNINGTON, Preaching at ſame pla- 
ces as uſual, except that we have preached a few times at 
Hemington ; have appointed another Deacon to act inſtead 
of our other Deacon, who is now indiſpoſed. - Some of our 
Members ſeem too lukewarm, and do not attend Church- 
meetings and Public Worſhip ſo regularly as we earneſtly 
wiſh—Some are more lively, and fill up their places in the 
Houſe of God, and recommend the truth by a good example, 
We are thankful that the Goſpel is preached to us in its 
Purity, we have had ſome increaſe this year, and hope Re- 
ligion is on the advance, Brethren pray for us, that we 
may be more diligent in reading the good word of God, 
and more diligent in reducing it to practice. 


CHURCH-LANE, WuriTtcnarer, Loxpon. We 
wiſh we could fay, as a Church at large, that we were ſo 
lively, zealous, and unanimous as in years paſt. Brethren 
Pray tor us. 


DERBY. A few Months ago we began preaching at 
Alvaſton, in a Meeting Houſe lent us by the Preſbyterians, 
at which place we are well attended with Hearers; and hope 
that conſiderable good will be done; our Hearers at Derby 
lately increaſed, We return thanks to the Church of Cat- 
tle- Donington, Kegworth, aud Melbourn, for ſupplying 
us with Miniſters, and carneltly requeſt a continuance of 
this favor, 


GAMSTON & RETFORD. We have had our tri- 
als in both our Paſtors being called away by Death, Have 
endeavoured to keep Meetings as uſual at both places, and 
hope the ſpirit of hearing is on the advance; tolerably unani- 
mous among ourſelves, and we hope Religion would increaſe 


if we had an able Miniſter ſettled amongſt us. We have 
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reaſon to be thankful for the labours of Brothers Hardſtaſt 
and Fox, that have viſited us, Brethren pray tor us. 


GOSBERTON. We have our trials. Religion very 
low among{ us. Converſion at a ſtand 3; ſome wound the 
Cauſe by diſorderly walking. Others we truſt are alive to 
God: we have had preaching only once a week for the laſt 
ten months, on account of Brother Binns having to aſſiſt 
the Church at Boſton, in their preſent diſtreſſing ſtate ; and 
his weak ſtate of body will not allow him to preach three 
times on a Lord's-day; Brethren pray for us. —One Cau- 
didate for Baptiſm, 


HALIFAX. Religion in general very low; ſome of our 
Members attend public worſhip well on a Lord's-day ; and 
we hope are alive to God. But others are too lukewarm, 
and do not attend as we moſt earneſtly with. On this ac- 
count our Congregation is ſmall in a forenoon, but conſide- 
rably better in the afternoon ; unanimous amongſt ourſelves. 


HINCKLEY. The ſtate of Religion low in ſome. 
Others appear more lively and zealous, Officers and Meecr- 
ings nearly as laſt year, not free from troubles, but little ap- 
pearance of increaſe. Brethren, remember us 1n your Prayers. 


St. IVES. We are forry to inform you that ſome of our 
Members are too remils in attending the Lord's Supper and 
Prayer Meetings, and appear to have too little concern 
about the one thing needful. This, however, is not the caſe 
with all. A few, we truſt, are really alive to God, devot- 
ed to his ſervice, and would rejoice to ſee all their Brethren 
ſtriving with them for the Faith of the Golpel, and adorn - 
ing the doctrine of God their Saviour in all things. 


REGWORTH. Officers nearly as laſt year. Preach» 
ing at 14 places, well attended with Hearers at all of them, 
except one, Have erected and opened a new Meeting Houle 
at Sutton, We have our difficulties, but hope upon the 
whole, Religion is on the advance. As a Church, peacea- 
ble among ourfclves; our Church Meetings are conducted 
with order and unanimity, ſome of the Members arc too 
cool and indiffeient, others are more lively and zealous. — 
Breihren pray for us. 

RILLINGHOLM. We are ſorry that our Zion is leſs 
united in Goipe] Love, Unity and Charity than we wiſh. 
— Preaching every Lord's-day at Tillingholm, and well at- 
tended with Hesrers.— At Clixby every fortnight. Oc» 
caſionally at Limber, Halton and Uicbr. 
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KIRKBY-WOODHOUSE. Officers and Meetings 
nearly as laſt year, except preaching on Wedneſday Eve- 
nings; which we now have declined, With regard to the 
ſtate of Religion, it is but low among ' us—Not fo well at- 
tended with Hearers as in times paſt—Some are too frequent- 


ly abſent from the Houſe of God; others are more lively 
and zealous. | 


LEAKE. At Leake, Wimeſwould, Widmerpool, and 
Broughton we have regular preaching; and at Soſelby occa- 
ſionally, pretty well attended with Hearers at all the places. 


Of late we have had a very great ſtir, many profeſs to re- 


ceive the truth; have twelve Candidates for Fellowſhip, we 
are peacable and in general lively, though ſome are far from 
being what we could wiſh them. We have nothing but a 
Dwelling-houſe to preach in at Broughton (and that we 
are under a diſcharge to leave) which will by no means 


hold all the People that attend, the numbers ſometimes be- 


ing about two hundred. Broughton affords a pleafing 


proſpect, many large Villages near it, no Diſlenters * 


in thoſe parts, and the people diſpoſed to hear. We there 
fore intend building a Meeting Houſe at Broughton this 


Summer, ſhall be glad and thankful to collect in our turn 
among the Churches, 


LEICESTER. We think it our duty to inform you, 
that we, as a Body, are peaceable, and tolerably happy — 
public Service on the Lord's-day Afternoon is on the whole 
well attended; and alſo in the villages where we preach ; we 
wiſh to ſee more of the genuine fruits of the Spirit of God 


in ourſelves and others—have two or three Candidates for 
Fellowſhip. | 


LONGFORD. Preaching three times, moſtly on a 


Lord's day, viz. twice at Longford and once at two diſtant 


places alternately. Our Morning Meetings thinly attended, 
Afternoon and Evening tolerably well, notwithſtanding our 
late embarraſſments and troubles we are pretty well united 
and harmonious; yet want more vital Religion and a better 


conduct in ſome; though others, we hope, are more excel- 
lent. A few Candidates for Baptiſm. 


LONG WOOD. Our Congregation is but ſmall, con- 
verſion almoſt at a ſtand; and Members poor. Could wiſh 


to ſee more of the power and life of Godlineſs among 
ourſelves, 


LOUGHBOROUGH. 
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LOoVGHBOROOUGH. Regular preaching at ſeven dif- 
ferent places, and well attended at all, except Mountſorrel 


and Syſton, Prayer Meetings in ſeveral places. The evi- 


dences of pure Chriſtianity much lower than could be wiſh- 
ed 


MELBOURNE. Crouded with Hearers ; have conclud- 
ed it neceſſary to enlarge our Meeting Houſe ; but as it 
will be a conſiderable expence and we are about erecting a 
new one at Ticknall this Summer, we omit it till next year 
and defire to hold our claim of collecting in courſe—with 
much pleaſure, we believe we can truly ſay, on a general view, 
Religion ;prof ers among us, Our intereſt reſpectable, 
which under God we attribute as a principal mean (as our 
Beloved Paſtor being now advanced in years and infirmities) 

to the acceptable labours of our aſſiſtant Miniſter Edmund 
Whittaker, whom God in his kind Providence has directed 


hither ; for which may he and we unitedly ever retain thank- 
ful hearts. 


NOTTINGHAM. We have of late experienced ſome 
increaſe of our Hearers—we lament in ſome of our Members 
the want of Love to God and one another; we hope, howe- 
yer, others are happy and lively in the ways of the Lord, and 
zealous for his glory: on the whole, we think, our bleſſed 
Redeemer's cauſe appears on the advance—have two Elders, 
two Deacons, and preaching as uſual, 


QUEENSHEAD. Our Congregation is moderately 
large all circumſtances conſidered. Have publick Service, 
conſtantly twice every Lord's Day. Church Meetings, 
Experience Meetings, and ſtated and occaſional Prayer 
Meetings the ſame as in years paſt. We hope many of us 
are, in one behaviour and experience in ſome degree as be- 
cometh the Goſpel, but ſome are apparently too indifferent. 
Extremely hard circumſtances ſeem to keep ſome too 
low in their minds, and prevent their attendance on the 
worſhip of God as often as we could wiſh—ſeveral 
are ſtill confined at their Houſes by bodily Infirmities, 
weakneſs and old age. But on the whole, we bleſs God 
for it, we truſt the cauſe of Chriſt is in a more promiſing 
ſtate than for ſome time paſt : except for the weak and 
declining ſtate of the health of our Miniſter, We wiſh 
for your prayers. - 


SHORE. Moderately attended with hearers in the 
Afternoon but few in the Mornings. Brother Spencer 
preaches 


CS: 
KIRKBY-WOODHOUSE. Officers and Meetings 
nearly as laſt year, except preaching on Wedneſday Eve- 
nings; which we now have declined. With regard to the 
ſtate of Religion, it is but low among  us—Not fo well at- 
tended with Hearers as in times paſt—Some arc too frequent- 
ly abſent from the Houſe of God; others are more lively 


and zealous. 


LEAKE. At Leake, Wimeſwould, Widmerpool, and 
Broughton we have regular preaching ; and at Soſelby occa- 
ſionally, pretty well attended with Hearers at all the places. 


Of late we have had a very great ſtir, many profeſs to re- 


ceive the truth; have twelve Candidates for Fellowſhip, we 
are peacable and in general lively, though ſome are far from 
being what we could wiſh them. We have nothing but a 
Dwelling-houſe to preach in at Broughton (and that we 
are under a diſcharge to leave) which will by no means 
hold all the People that attend, the numbers ſometimes be- 
ing about two hundred. Broughton affords a pleafing 
proſpect, many large Villages near it, no Diſſenters 
in thoſe parts, and the people diſpoſed to hear. We there- 
fore intend building a Meeting Houſe at Broughton this 


Summer, ſhall be glad and thankful to collect in our turn 
among the Churches, 


LEICESTER. We think it our duty to inform you, 
that we, as a Body, are peaceable, and tolerably happy— 
public Service on the Lord's-day Afternoon is on the whole 
well attended; and alſo in the villages where we preach ; we 
wiſh to ſee more of the genuine fruits of the Spirit of God 


in ourſelves and others—have two or three Candidates for 
Fellowſhip. | 


LONGFORD. Preaching three times, moſtly on a 
Lord's day, viz. twice at Longford and once at two diſtant 
places alternately. Our Morning Meetings thinly attended, 
Afternoon and Evening tolerably well, notwithſtanding our 
late embarraſſments and troubles we are pretty well united 
and harmomous ; yet want more vital Religion and a better 
conduct in ſome; though others, we hope, are more excel- 
lent. A few Candidates for Baptiſm. 


LONG WOOD. Our Congregation is but ſmall, con- 
verſion almoſt at a ſtand; and Members poor. Could wiſh 


to ice more of the power and life of Godlinels among 
ourſelves, 


LOUGHBOROUGH. 
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LOUGHBOROUGH. Regular preaching at ſeven dif- 
ferent places, and well attended at all, except Mountſorrel 


and Syſton, Prayer Meetings in ſeveral places. The evi- 


dences of pure Chriſtianity much lower than could be wiſh- 
ed. 


MELBOURNE. Crouded with Hearers ; have conclud- 
cd it neceflary to enlarge our Meeting Houſe ; but as it 
will be a conſiderable expence and we are about erecting a 
new one at Ticknall this Summer, we omit it till next year 
and deſire to hold our claim of collecting in courſe—with 
much pleaſure, we believe we can truly ſay, on a general view, 
Religion 'proſpers among us. Our intereſt reſpectable, 
which under God we attribute as a principal mean (as our 
Beloved Paſtor being now advanced in years and infirmities) 
to the acceptable labours of our aſſiſtant Miniſter Edmund 
Whittaker, whom God in his kind Providence has directed 


hither; for which may he and we unitedly ever retain thank- 
ful hearts. 


NOTTINGHAM. We have of late experienced ſome 
increaſe of our Hearers—we lament in ſome of our Members 
the want of Love to God and one another; we hope, howe- 
ver, others are happy and lively in the ways of the Lord, and 
zealous for his glory: on the whole, we think, our bleſſed 
Redeemer's cauſe appears on the advence—have two Elders, 
two Deacons, and preaching as uſual, 


 QUEENSHEAD. Our Congregation is moderately 
large all circumſtances conſidered. Have publick Service, 
conſtantly twice every Lord's Day. Church Mectings, 
Experience Meetings, and ſtated and occaſional Praver 
Meetings the ſame as in years paſt. We hope many of us 
are, in one behaviour and experience in ſome degree as be- 
cometh the Goſpel, but ſome are apparently too indifferent. 
Extremely hard circumſtances ſeem to keep ſome too 
low in their minds, and prevent thcir attendance on the 
* worſhip of God as often as we could wiſh—ſeveral 
are ftill confined at their Houſes by bodily Infirmities, 

weakneſs and old age. But on the whole, we bleſs God 
for it, we truſt the cauſc of Chriſt is in a more promiſing 
ſtate than for ſome time paſt : except for the weak and 


declining ſtate of the hcalth of our Miniſter. We wiſh- 
tor your prayers. 


SHORE. Moderately attended with hearers in the 


Afternoon but few in the Mornings. Brother Spencer 
preaches 
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preaches once a Month about a mile Iiftage, and is well 
attended with hearers. Some Members have not been ſo! * 
diligent in attending the means as could be wiſhed; But ? 
we have taken pains in giving them reproof and exhorta- .* 
tion; which, we hope, will be” attended with a bleſſing: 
Unauimous among ourſelves, we crave an — in your” 
Prayers, that the cauſe of Chriſt may ſpread more 2 
us. 


WADSWORTH. As we baye diſmiſſed tome of our 
Members to form a Church at Shore our number now only 
conſiſts of 77. Preachings nearly the fame as laſt year- well 
attended with hearers in' general, vital Religion on the 
whole but low; yet we hope ſome are zealcus for God, 
and happy in their ſouls. : 


WISBEACH. Preaching and- Attendance at Wiſbeach 
and March, much as in time paſt. Our Wedneſday eve- 
ning Lecture but thinly — We wiſh to fee ſome 
of our Brethren more folicitous to improve their priviss 
leges, and make greater advances | in knowledge and godli- N 
nels. 
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CASES from the CHURCHES. 
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CASE I. 


1 
1 

. 

Oreſt, 1. ARTON. Is it allowable in any caſe for a 4 
8 
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Member of a General Baptiſt Church to re- 
ceive the Lord's Supper in the Church of England? 
An. Yes, 17 think it may in ſome particular caſes be als 
lowed— 39 think not. 
. 2. Or with diſſenters of any denomination beſides 
the General Baptiſts ? 
| Ans, Yes, 62—No 5. 
| 9D. 3. When the Lord's Supper is received in the 
Church of England as a qualification for a civil office—is 
* this ſinful ? 
Ans. Yes. nem. con. 
CAsE Il. Bosrow Church have requeſted the Paſtor 
(viz. Brother William Pickering) of Aſhford Church, to 
remove and reſide amongſt them. 


1 | . , 9 5 : - | : 
in. We cannot adviſe Brother Pickering to remove; 
hut have agreed that a plan be drawn up for a regular tup- 
ply from the Churches in Leiceſterſhire, Derbyſhire, &c. 
for one year, and ſee how Providence may open a way for 
a ſupply for them in;this time. | 4+ | 
Cs III. Our Brethren.'at Retford having requeſted 

the remove of Brother Hardſtaff from Kirkby - Woodhouſe 
to reſidèe amongſt them, and the ſubject being for ſometime - 
attended to, the following Anſwer was agreed upon:  * 

We cannot think it prudent, or likely to be for the ad- 

; vantage of our Redeetner's intereſt for him to remove. But 
recommend it to them to apply to Brother Smedley of Mel-. 


bourne in order to effect (if agreeable to both parties) his 
remove to them. 4 5 


CASE IV. CasrLEZ-Dod wid row. Deſires that the 
eleventh article reſpecting Marriage in the Hinkley Mi- 
nutes may be reconſider'd. After ſome converſation on the 
ſubject, rhe following queſtion was put, viz. Do we ap- 
prove of the Article in irs preſent form? | 

Ans. Yes, 39—No, 2—Neuters 6. 


\, Cast V. GosserRTon, The Church of Chriſt in this 
Place requeſt your aſſiſtance in procuring us a Minifter, as 
Brother Binns is about removing to Bourne; the following 
adviſe was given, viz. To write to Caldwell Church,requeſt- 
10g Brother. Yates to refide among them, and alſo to ad- 
ess him on the ſame ſubject. | 
Cat VI. Warswonru. As we ſtill remain under a 
"conſiderable burden of debt, having not yet received any 
AàAſſiſtance from abroad, and as our Miniſter is very unfit for 
travelling, by reaſon of his weak ſtate of Health, we humbly 
ſolicit as many of our Siſter Churches as can, to favor us 
with the opportunity of collecting while he is on the preſent. 
Journey ; and thoſe that cannot would be kind enough to 
collect for us as ſoon as convenient, and deduct expences 
from the money collected Acceded to by the generality. 


Case Vil. BurnLtey. Is it proper for Brother Folds 
(having been our Paſtor in time paſt, though fince diſmiſ- 
led to another Church, but now returned at our requeſt) 
to adminiſter the ordinance without being re-ordained * 
Am. Yes, nem. con. „ 
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WU Cate Vil. Suppoſe a Member of a Church is found.” 
in any finful practice, and as ſoon as-it is-known, with- 
| draws from the Church, have they a right to put him away, 
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preaches once a Month about a mile diſtant, and is well 
attended with hearers. Some Members have not been fo 
diligent in attending the means as could be wiſhed; but. 


we have taken pains in giving them reproof and exhorta- 
tion; which, we hope, will be attended with a bleffing: 
Unanimous among ourſelves, we crave an intereſt in your 


prayers, that the cauſe of Chriſt may ſpread more amongſt | 


us, 


WADSWORTH. As we have diſmiſſed ſome of our | 


Members to form a Church at Shore our n»mber now only 
conſiſts of 77. Preachings nearly the ſame as laſt year—well 
attended with hearers in general, vital Religion on the 
whole but low; vet we hope ſome are zealcus for God, 

and happy in their ſouls. 


WISBEACH. Preaching and attendance at Wiſbeach 
and March, much as in time paſt. Our Wedneſday eve- 
ning Lecture but thinly attended. We wiſh to fee ſome 
of our Brethren more folicitous to improve their privi- 
leges, and make greater advances in knowledge and godli- 
nels. 
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CASES from the CHURCHES. 


CASEY 


Dust. 1 ARTON. Is it allowable in any caſe for a 
Member of a General Baptiſt Church to re- 
ceive the Tod s Supper in the Church of England? 

Ans. Ves, 17 think it may in ſome particular caſes be al- 
lowed— 30 think not. 

2. 2. Or with diſſenters of any denomination beſides 
the General Baptiſts? 

Aus. Les, 5 8. 

D. 3. When the” Lord's Supper 3s received in the 
Church of England as a qualification for a civil office—is 
this ſinfol? 

Ans. Yes. nem. con. 

CAsE II. Bos rox Church have requeſted the Paſtor 
(viz. Brother William Pickering) of Aſhford Church, to 
remove and reſide amongſt them. 


Ans. We 


* 
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' {ns. We cannot adviſe Brother Pickering to remove; 
nt have agreed that a plan be drawn up for a regular ſup- 
oly from the Churches in Leiceſterſhire, Derbyſhire, &c. 


for one year, and ſee how Providence may open a way for 
a ſupply for them in this time. 


Cask III. Our Brethren. at Retſord having requeſted 
the remove of Brother Hardſtaff from Kirkby - Woodhouſe 
to reſide amongſt them, and the ſubjec being for ſometime 
attended to, the following Anſwer was agreed upon : 

We cannot think it prudent, or likely to he for the ad- 
vantage of our Redeemer's intereſt for him to remove. But 
recommend it to them to apply to Brother Smedley of Mal- 


bourne in order to effect (if agreeable to both parties) his 
remove to them. | 


CASE IV. CasTLe-DonnincTon. Deſires that the 
eleventh article reſpecting Marriage in the Hinkley M1- 
nutes may be reconſider'd. After ſome converſation on the 
ſubject, the following queſtion was put, viz, Do we ap- 
prove of the Article in its preſent form ? 


Ans. Yes, 39—No, 2—Neuters 6. 


CAsE V. GosBERToNn, The Church of Chiift in this 
place requeſt your aſſiſtance in procuring us a Miniſter, as 
Brother Binns is about removing to Bourne; the following 

” adviſe was given, viz. To write to Caldwell Church,requeſt- 
ing Brother. Yates to refide among them, and allo to ad- 
dreſs him on the ſame ſubject. 


Cask VI. WapsworTH. As we ſtill remain under a 
_ conſiderable burden of debt, having not yet received any 
aſſiſtance from abroad, and as our Miniſter is very unfit for 
travelling, by reaſon of his weak ſtate of Health, we humbly 
ſolicit as many of our Siſter Churches as can, to favor us 
with the opportunity of collecting while he is on the preſent. 
journey; and thoſe that cannot would be kind enough to 
collect for us as ſoon as convenient, and deduct expences 
from the money colleted—Acceded to by the generality. 


Cas Vil. BurNxLEey. Is it proper for Brother Folds 
(having been our Paſtor in time paſt, though fince diſmit- 
led to another Church, but now returned at our requelt) 


to adminiſter the ordinance without being re-ordained * 
Ans. Yes, nem. con, 


Case VIII. Suppoſe a Member of a Church is found 

in any tinful praCftice, and as ſoon as it is known, with- 

draws from the Church, have they a tight to put him away, 
(3 


b . | 
or is not ſome diſcipline. neeeffary to be exerciſed towards 
him previous to this? | 

Ans. In fome inſtances we think the Church may very 
properly unite in ſuch Members withdrawing—and that dit- 
ference in circumſtances muſt determine the conduct of the 
Church in caſes of that nature. 


LOUGHBOROUGH, z0/pored. 


CAsE IX. LercesrerR. The dii-union betwixt the 
Majority and Minority being introduced, the following ad- 
vice was given, after a Jong agttation of the ſubject. 

We adviſe that Brother Deacon and fome of his friends 
meet as many of the Minority, as may appear to him and 
them moſt likely to anſwer the end, for the promotion of peace 
and union among them, that they freely converſe together, 
and take ſuch further methods as they think to be on the 
whole moſt eligible for the promotion of their union and 
amity in future. EE | 45 | 

. I, Can a perſon who is not a Member of any of our 
Churches be a Member of gur Aſſociations? = 
Ans. No, unanimouns. " 

DS. 2. Who are Members of our affociations ? 


Aus. Perſons appointed by the Churches in our connec - 


tion. | 


There being ſome few of the Churches in this conneQion 
who have not ſent any account of their ftate, nor apy repre- 
ſentatives. for ſome yeais paſt. . We requeſt our Brother J. 


Taylor of Queenſhead, to write a friendly addreſs to them © 


on this ſubject. 
End of the Caſes. 


Brother D. TayLor is requeſted to write the Circular 
Letter for next year, Subjett, The duties of Church Mem- 
bers towards one another. 


The next Aſſociation to be held at Boſton in Lincoloſhire, 
on the laſt 7 ueſday Wedneſday and Thurſday in June, 1796. 
The Miniſters appointed to preach are, A. 


Brother D. TAYLOR Brother J. TARRATT., 
Brother J. TAYLO R, 1 _ of] Brother S. DEACON. 
Brother B. POLLARD. aure. Brother R. SMITH, 


Agreed that tht Buſineſs commence on Tueſday Evening at Six 
o' Clock. 

Perſons attending the ſame Aſſociation to be acc modated at the 
ign of the Sill, Market - Place. be | 


* 
f 
s, 
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Dearly Beloved Brethren, 
S we are, by divine goodneſs and mercy, preſerved to 


another annual interview, we embrace a freſh oppor- 

dun ty of teſtifying our united regards for your immortal 
welfare, We would call your ſerious attention to an inte- 
reſting, though very humbling ſubject, with which you 
cannot be wholiy unacquainted; but which, we apprehend, 
ought greatly to affect your hearts, as well as our own. It 
is the depravity of human nature. We beg leave, eſpecially for 
the advantage of thoſe of 1nferior underftandings—to ex- 
plain what we mean by the phraſe—To prove the fact - and 
to ſhew you to what important purpoſes you and we ought 
to improve it. | 

I. We endeavour to explain the phraſe; by which we 
wiſh to be underſtood to mean, a diſorder or propenſity 
in the minds of men, which inclines them to act contrary to 
the law of God.” | 

It 1s not here intended that every man, or that any one 
man, is actually guilty of all the fins which are forbidden in 
the holy Scriptures; nor averſc to the outward performance of 
every duty enjoined in them. But we think it certain that 
all men ate naturally inclined to ſome fin or other, and averſe 
to ſome branches of duty. And we affirm, that no man, by 
nature, acts, as all ought to do, from that pure principle of 
love to God and man, which the divine law requires, We 
truſt we need not prove to you here, that the divine law is 
the rule, and the only rule of human conduct. A diſpoſi- 
tion to deviate from it, is therefore, a ſinful diſpoſition. 
This ſinful diſpoſition is what we mean by ++ the depravity 
of human nature.“ 

Now conſider what the law of God requires, according 
to our Saviour's account of it. Thou ſhalt love the Lord 
thy God, with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with 


all thy ſtrength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as 
thyſelf, 


1 
or is not ſome diſcipline neeeſſary to be exerciſed towards 
him previous to this ? 

Ans. In fome inſtances we think the Church may very 
properly unite in ſuch Members withdrawing —and that dit- 
ference in circumſtances muſt determine the conduct of the 
Church in caſes of that nature. 


LOUGHBOROUGH, / poned. 


CASE IX. LREICESTER. The dit union betwixt the 
Majority and Minority being introduced, the following ad— 
vice was given, after a Jong agitation of the ſubject, 

We adviſe that Brother Deacon and fome ot his friends 
meet as many of the Minority, as may appear to him and 
them moſt likely to anſwer the end, for the promotion of peace 
and union among them, that they freely converſe together, 
and take ſuch further methods as they think to be on the 
whole moſt eligible for the promotion of their union and 
amity in future. 

. I. Can a perſon who is not a Member of any of our 
Churches be a Member of our Aitlociations ? 

Ans, No, unanimous. 

©. 2. Who are Members of our affociations ? 

Ans, Perſons appointed by the Churches in our connec- 
tion. ä 

There being ſome few of the Churches in this connection 
who have not ſent any account of their ftate, nor any repre- 
ſentatives for ſome years paſt. We requeſt our Brother J. 
Taylor of Queenſhead, to write a friendly addreſs to them 


on this ſubject. 
End of the Caſes. 


Brother D. TayLor is requeſted to write the Circular 
Letter for next year, Subject, The duties of Church AHem- 


bers towards one another. 


The next Aſſociation to be held at Boſton in Lincolnſhire, 
on the laſt 7 ueſday Wedneſday and Thurſday in June, 1796. 
The Miniſters appointed to preach are, | 


Brother D. TAY LOR, 1 1 Brother J. 1 „ 
Brother J. TAYLOR Brother S. DEACON. 
Brother B. POLLARD. f failure. Brother R. SMITH, 


Agreed that tht Buſineſs commence on Tueſday Evening at Six 
o' Clock. 

Perſons attending the ſame Aſſociation to be acc modated at the 
n of the Still, Market-Piacs, 
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Dearly Beloved Brethren, 


S we are, by divine goodneſs and mercy, preſerved to 

another annual interview, we embrace a freſh oppor- 
zug ty of teſtifying cur united regards for your immortal 
welfare, We would call your ſerious attention to an inte- 
reſting, though very humbling ſubject, with which you 
cannot be wholiy unacquainted; but which, we apprehend, 
ought greatly to affect your hearts, as well as our own. It 
is the depravity of human nature. We beg leave, eſpecially for 
the advantage of thoſe of inferior underftandings—to ex- 
plain what we mean by the phraſe—To prove the fact and 
to ſhew you to what important purpoſes you and we ought 
to improve it. 

J. We endeavour to explain the phraſe; by which we 
wiſh to be underſtood to mean, a diſorder or propenſity 
in the minds of men, which inclines them to act contrary to 
the law of God.“ | 

It is not here intended that every man, or that any one 
man, is actually guilty of all the fins which are forbidden in 
the holy Scriptures; nor averſe to the outward performance of 
every duty enjoined in them. But we think it certain that 
all men ate naturally inclined to ſome fin or other, and averſe 
to ſome branches of duty. And we affirm, that no man, by 
nature, acts, as all ought to do, from that pure principle ot 
love to God and man, which the divine law requires. We 
truſt w2 necd not prove to you here, that the divine law is 
the rule, and the only rule of human conduct. A diſpoſt- 
tion to deviate from it, is therefore, a finful diſpoſition. 
This ſinful diſpoſition is what we mean by the depravity 
of human nature,” 

No conſider what the law of God requires, according 
to our Saviour's account of it. Thou ſhalt love the Lord 
thy God, with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with 


all thy ſtrength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as 
thyleif, 
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thyſelf.” Luke x. 23. As this is the rule of holineſs, every : 


deviation from it, 1s —— not only obſerve devia- 


tions from it in all mankind, by nature; but we apprehend 
it is a clear caſe that this deviation from it, is total and uni- 
verſal. This is what we mean by buman depravity ; and in 
this ſenſe, we wiſh; you to underſtand us in the preſent letter; 

II. That human nature is thus depraved, or in other words, 
that all mankind are in this -defled - condition, is the point 


now to be proved. Not proved at large; for the compaſs of this | 


letter will not allow of it. We can only mention a few, out 
of many, evidences of this awſul fact. Conſider the diſpo- 
ſitions by which we ourſelves were actuated in early life— 
Ihe evident diſpoſitions of children in general—the diſpoſi- 
tions of all mankind—the lamentations of good men, on ac- 
count of what they find in themſclves ;—and above all, the 
poſitive teſtimony of Scripture. + | | 
I, Let us reflect upon our own diſpoſitions and propenſi- 
ties in carly life, Look back, brethren, to the firſt periods, 
and the-firſt ations, which you are capable of remembering. 
Did you at that time, love God with all your heart, with 


all your foul, with all your ftrength, and with all your 


mind? Did you at that time, love your neighbours as your- 
ſelves? Will you aſſert, before God and man, that this 


was your character? Will you aſſert it before God in 


your cloſets? Are you aſſured that you ſhell be able to 
maintain it before the divine I'ribunal. when all the works 

of men, and the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be made mani- 
feſt? We are perſuaded, you will make no ſuch pretences. 


You have no ground for them. Jr will therefore unavoida- | 


bly follow, that you were at that time, inſtances of the de- 
pravity above deſcribed. If others are like you, it will 
clearly appear that all the human race are in a ſtate of moral 
defilement, and pollution. ä 

We, your Miniſters, are conſſrained to acknowledge, 
that we lie under the ſame charge, which we exhibit againſt 
you, When we recollect what we were in our cnildhoud, 
and conſider our propenſities in that early period, we cannot 
diſcover any traces of that pure and undefiled, that ardent, 
uniform love to God and man, which the divine law fo 
juſtly requires of every rational creature, We freely confeſs, 
and delire to do it with deep humility, that we allo are in- 
ſtances that depravity and pollution, which, we ale now al- 


lerting 
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ſerting and endeavouring to prove, marks the charactet of 
all mankind ; and one way or another, produces thoſe abo- 
migable fruits which muſt be abhorred by a God of infinite 
urity. 

: o Reflection upon ovr own childhood, naturally excites 
an enquiry concerning others, Confider therefore, brethren, 
the diſpoſitions of children and youth in general. Compare 
the propenſitſes of all mankind in early life, with that pure 
and perfect law which is holy, juſt, and good; which re- 
commends itſelf to every conſcience ; which is the only rule of 
human condutQt, and the only teſt of right and wrong. Are 
children, generally, as they come to underſtanding, conform- 
ed to the divine law? Is there any appearances in them, 
of thoſe principles of action, which the law of God invaria- 
bly requires? Do they appear to love God with all their 
heart, and their neighbours as themſelves Do they not 
ciearly diſcover that they act from very different principles? 
Do not godly parents fee it, and lament it? To deſcend 
to particular inſtances can hardly be neceſſary in ſo plain a 
caſe. Nor will the compaſs of this circular letter admit of 
it. Suffice it to aſk, where is the family in which it is not 
manifeſt, that “childhood and youth are vanity ?” 

It is readily granted, brethren, that example is very in- 
luential, It is granted that the irregular practices of thoſe 
with whom children become intimate have a tendency to 
corrupt them, and in time, to harden them in fin* B 
theſe, their evil propenſities will grow ſtronger. But do 
not theſe propenſities generally begin to appear before we 
© have any reaſon to believe that they can be the effect of 

corruption by example? It is alſo readily granted, that 
pious parents, by a holy converſation, accompanied with 
ſerious inſtructions and advice, and fervent praycrs with 
them and for them, may keep them under much teſtraint: 
and may be inſtrumental, through the bleſſing of God, to 
engage their attention to what is truly good. But arc not 
holy parents ſometimes baffled even in theſe endeavours ? 
And where it is happily otherwiſe, are there not too many 
evidences of the prevalence of depravity in the minds of 
thoſe children who are thus far reſtrained ; or even by tneſe 
means, converted to God and Holineſs? Let theſe pious 
parents think ſeriouily, and fay, if this be not a fair repre - 
ſentation of the diſpoſitions of their children. 
It is not here pretended that all children diſcover propen- 


ities, 
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thyſelf.” Luke x. 27, As this is the rule of holineſs, every 
deviation trom it, is unholy.— We not only obſerve devia- 
tions from it in all mankind, by nature; but we apprehend 
it is a clear caſe that this deviation from it, is total and uni— 
verſal. This is what we mean by Luman depravity ; and in 
this ſenſe, we with you to vnderitand us in the preſent letter. 

II. That human nature is thus depraved, or in other words, 
that all mankind are in this defiled condition, is the point 
now to be proved. Not proved at large; for the compaſs of this 
Jetter will not allow of it. We can only mention a few, out 
of many, evidences of this awſul fact. Confider the diſpo— 
ſitions by which we ourſelves were aCtuated in early life— 
Ihe evident diſpoſitions of children in general—the diſpoſi- 
tions of all mankind—the lamentations of good men, on ac- 


count of what they find in themſclves ;—and above all, the 


potitive teſtimony of Scripture. 

1. Let us reflect upon our own diſpoſitions and propeuſi- 
ties in carly life, Look back, brethren, to the firſt periods, 
and the firſt actions, which you are capable of remembering. 
Did you at that time, love God with all your heart, with 
all your ſoul, with all your ſtrength, and with all your 

mind? Did you at that time, love your ne1ghbours as your- 
ſelves? Will you aſſert, before God and man, that this 
was your character? Will you aſſert it before God in 
your cloſets? Are you ailured that you ſhell be able to 
maintain it before the divine I'ribunzul. when all the works 
of men, and the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be made mani— 
feſt? We are perſuaded, you will make no ſuch pretcnces. 
You have no ground for them. It will therefore unavoida- 
bly follow, that you were at that time, inſtances of the de- 
pravity above deſcribed. If others are like you, it will 


clearly appear that all the human race are in a Nate of moral 


defilement, and pollution. 

We, your Miniſters, are confirained to ackiowledge, 
that we lie under the ſame charge, which we exhibit againſt 
vou. When we recollect what we were in our cnildhood, 
and conſider our propenſities in that early period, we cannot 
diſcover any traces of that pure and undefiled, that ardent, 
uniform love to God and man, which the divine . Jaw fo 
Juitly requires of every rational creature. We freely contels, 
and deſite to do it with deep humility, that we alto are in- 
ſtances that depravity and pollution, which, we ale now al- 

lerting 
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ſerting and endeavouring to prove, marks the charatter of 
all mankind ; and one way or another, produces thoſe abo- 
minable fruits which muſt be abhorred by a God of infinite 
urity. 

b 5 Reflection upon «v7 own childhood, naturally excites 
an enquiry concerning others, Conſider therefore, brethren, 
the diſpoſitions of children and youth in general. Compare 
the propenſities of all mankind in early life, with that pure 
and perfect law which is holy, juſt, and good; which re- 
commends itſelf to every conſcience ; which is the only rule of 
touman conduct, and the only teſt of right and wrong. Are 
children, generally, as they come to underſtanding, conform- 
ed to the divine law? 1s there any appearances in them, 
of thuſe principles of action, which the law of God invaria- 
bly requires? Do they appear to love God with all their 
reart, and their neighbours as themſelves? Do they not 
clearly diſcover that they act from very different principles? 
Do not godly parents fee it, and lament it? To deſcend 
to particular inſtances can hardly be neceflary in ſo plain a 
caſe. Nor will the compaſs of this circular letter admit of 
::. Suffice it to aſk, where is the family in which it is not 
manifeſt, that “childhood and youth are vanity ** 

It is readily granted, brethren, that example is very in- 
uential. It is granted that the irregular practices of thoſe 
with whom children become intimate have a tendency to 
corrupt them, and in time, to harden them in ſin? B 
theſe, their evil propenſities will grow ſtronger. But do 
not theſe propenſities generally begin to appear before we 
have any reaſon to believe that they can be the effect of 
corruption by example? It is allo read:ly granted, that 
pious parents, by a holy converſation, accompanied with 
terious inſtructions and advice, and fervent praycrs with 
them and for them, may keep them under much refiraint ; 
and may be inſtrumental, through the blcſhing of God, to 
engage their attention to what is truly good. Bot arc not 
holy parents ſometimes baffled even in theſe endeavours * 
And where it is happily otherwiſe, are there not too many 
evidences of the prevalence of depravity in the minds of 
thoſe children who are thus far reſtrained ; or even by tneie 
means, converted to God and Holineſs? Let theſe pious 
parents think ſeriouily, and fav, if this be not a fair repre - 
tenatation of the diſpoſitions of their children. 

dis not here pretended that all cluldien diicover promen- 
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fies to evil in an equal degree; nor to evil of the fame 
kind. But do not all children, when they begin to diſ- 
cover what ſpirit they are of, evidently manifeſt, that they 
are deſtitute of thoſe principles of ſupreme love to God, 
and difinterefted aHfection towards man, whiich we have al- 
ready fecn that the divine law requires? This is human de- 


pravity. This alone is a proof of their fallen ſtate. If they 


are deſtitute of theſe principles, they are not the fubjeAs of 
that *© righteouſneſs and true holinefs?” in which the mo- 
ral image of God conſiſts; to which we are affured by the 
* Apoſtle, that thoſe who are converted, are, in a meaſure re- 
covered, and to which all who enter into the Kingdom of 
God muſt be recovered by being «<< born again. 

The obligations to obey the divine law, by loving God 


with all our our heart, mind, foul, and ſtrength, and our 


neighbour as ourſelves, moſt evidently reſult from our rela- 
tion to our great Creator, and to each other. The tem- 
pers and propenfities of children in early life are manifeſtly 
different from this law; and in many inſtanees, oppoſite to 
it: Theſe tempers and propenſities of children afford there- 

fore an argument in proof of human deprauity. | 
3. Confider the apparent diſpofittons of mankind in ge- 
neral after they arrive at maturity. Where is the man, 
who by nature loves God, © with all his heart, and his 
neighbour as himſelf?” Js it not evident that all men na- 
turally act from different prineiplts and motives ? Are not 
propenfities to evil, and averfion to good, in one reſpect or 
another, manifeſt in all? Do nor the generality of man- 
kind, for inſtance, diſcover a fondnels for the riches, the ho- 
nours, or the pleaſures of rhe preſent life? Do any give proof 
that their delight is in God and univerfal holineſs? The 
queſt ion, yeu will remember, brehtren, is not whether they 
are hardened in fin, or arrived at any uncommon degrees of 
enormity—But whether their delight is in un form holineſs: 
and whether they do not diſcover, in any inſtance, a con- 
trary diſpoſition. Jeſus Chriſt has laid us under every poſſi- 
ble obligation to ſerve him, and to uſe every mean in our 
power to advance his honour and intereſt in the world: But 
where is the man, ſo long as unrenewed by grace, that feels 
the full force of theſe obligations, and uniformly acts under 
the influence of them? In a word, the depravity of man- 
kind is fo evident a fact, that even the Heathens themſelves 
diſcovered 
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1 | . 
diſcovered the truth of it, and ſometimes fpeak of a ſtate of 
innocence, in which the human race formerly were, and 


from which they are now degenerated®, | | 
4. Conſider, further, the lamentations and acknowled 


/ 


ments of the beſt of men. Have not "theſe, in all ages, 
felt and confeſſed the depravity of human nature? Hare 


they not owned the effects of it in themſelves ? Were ever 


hood, that they “all had their converſation in times paſt 


any converted to God who did not afterwarss-acin.wledge, | 
with the apoſtle, unleſs they were ſanctified in their child- 


in the luſts of the fleſh, fulfilling the defires of the; fleſh, 


and of the mind, *<* and«that they were by nature the chil- 


dren of wrath even as others?“ Ephes. ii. 3. Do not all 
truly good men further acknowledge and lament, that even 


after they are renewed, & the fleſh luſteth again the ſpirit,“ 


as well as the ſpirit againſt the fleſh;“ and that, in too 


many inſtances, <** when they would do good, evil is pre- 
ſent with them? Theſe are, to this day, the complaints 
of the beſt of men. Thefe corruptions of nature” area 


clog to their renewed minds, and an impediment in their 


chriſtian race. They have occaſioned forrows, watchings, 


and lamentations at the throne of grace, from age to age. 


Now to what can we aſcribe 11, that ſuch lamentations are 
continually heard from the moſt holy among mortals, if not 
to that vitiated principle which has taken root in the paſſi- 

ons and powers of the human mind? | 
5. Conſider, eſpecially, thoſe paſſages of Scripture which 
evidently expreſs or imply the depravity of human nature. 
Before the flood God ſaw that the wickedneſs of man was 
great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil continually.” Gen. vi. 5. After 
the flood, unerring wiſdom gives a ſimilar teſtimony con- 
cerning the human race. I he imagination of man's heart 
is evil from his youth.” Gen. viii. 21. In other paſſages 
of Scripture, the univerſal prevalence of fin is moſt poſitive» 
ly aſſerted. There is no man which finneth not.” 2 Chron. 
vi. 36. ** Enter not into judgment with thy fervant, O 
Lord; for in thy ſight no man living ſhall be juſtified.” 
Pal. cxliii. 2. That is, no man living is free from fin be- 
fore thee, *©* For who can ſay I have made my heart one 
am 
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fies to evil in an equal degree; nor to evil of the fame 
kind. But do not all children, when they begin to dilſ— 
cover what ſpirit they are of, evidently manifeſt, that they 
are deſtitute of thoſe principles of fupreme love to God, 
and diſintereſted affection towards man, which we have al- 
ready ten that the divine law cequires ? This is human de- 
pravity. This alone is a proof of their fallen ſtate. If they 
are deſtitute of theſe principles, they are not the ſubjeA< of 
that “ righteouſneſs and true holinefs:” in which the mo- 

ral image of God conſiſts; to which we are aſſured by the 
Apoſtle, that thoſe who are converted, are, in a meaſure re- 
covered, and to which all who enter into the Kingdom of 
God muſt be recovered by being ** born again.” 

The obligations to obey the divine law, by loving God 
with all our our heart, mind, foul, ani! ſtrength, and our 
neighbour as ourſelves, moſt evidently reſult from our rela- 
tion to our great Creator, and to each other. The tem- 
pers and propenfities of children in early life are manifeſtly 
different from this law; and in many inſtances, oppoſite to 
it: Theſe tempers and propenfities of children afford there- 
tore an argument in proof of prummn dpratity. 

. Contider the apparent diſpofitions of mankind in ge- 
22800 after thev arrive at maturity. Where is the man, 
who by nature loves God, „with "all his heart, and his 
neighbour as hiunielt ?”? Is it not evident that all men na- 
turally act from different principles and motives ? Are not 
properfatics to evil, and averfion to good, in one re ſpect or 
anvther, manifeſt in all? Do not the cencrality of man- 
kind, for inſtance, diſcover a fondneſs for the riches, the ho- 
nours, or the pleaſures of the preſent life? Do any give proof 
that their delight is in God ani univerfal holineſs? The 
queltion, yeu will remember, bichtren, is not whether they 
are hardened in fin, or arrived at anv uncom mon Cegrecs of 
enormity —But whether their delight is in un form holineſs: 
and whether they do not diſcover. in anv inſtance, a con- 
trary diſpoſition. Jeſus Chriſt has laid us under every poſh- 
ble obi:'gation to ferve him, and to uſe every mean in our 
power to advance his honour and intereſt in the world: But 
where is the man, f» long as unrenewed by grace, that feels 
the full force of theſe obligations, and n: Vitormly acts under 
the influence of them ? In a word, the depravity of man- 
kind eis fo evident a fact, that even the Heathens themſelves 

diſcovered 
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6i{covered the truth of it, and ſometimes ſpeak of a ſtate of 
1::vocence, in vhich the human race formerly were, and 
from which they are now degenerated ®, 

4. Conſider, further, the lamentations and acknowledge- 
ments of the belt of men. Have not thele, in all ages, 
telt and confill:d the depravity of human nature? Hare 
they not owned the effects of it in themielves ? Were ever 
any converted to God who did not afterwar-5 acan wledge, 
with the apoſtle, unleſs they were ſanctified in their child- 
hood, that they << all had their coaverſation in times paſt 
in the luſts of the flcſh, fulfilling the deſires of the fiſh, 
and of the mind, “ and that they were by nature the chii- 
dren of wrath even as others?“ Ephes. ii. 3. Do not all 
truly good men further acknowledge and lament, thut even 
after they are renewed, the fleſh lufteth again the ſpirit,“ 
as well as “the 1pirit againſt the ficſh ;” and that, in too 
many inſtances, when they would do good, evil 1s pre- 
ſent with them?“ Theſe are, to this day, the complaints 
of the beſt of men. Theſe “ corruptions of nature” ate a 
clog to their renewed minds, and an impediment in their 
chriſtian race. They have occaſioned ſorrows, watchings, 
and lamentations at the throne of grace, from age to 2g. 
Now to what can we aſcribe it, that ſuch lamentations arc 
continually heard from the moſt holy among mortals, if not 
to that vitiated principle which has taken root in the paffi- 
ons and powers of the human mind? 

5. Conſider, eſpecially, thoſe paſſages of Scripture which 
evidently expreſs or imply the depravity of human nature. 
Before the flood God ſaw that the wickedneſs of man was 
great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil continually.” Gen. vi. 5. After 
ine food, unerring wiſdom gives a ſimilar teſtimony con— 
cerning the human race. I he imagination of man's heart 
is evil from his youth.” Gen. viii 21. In other paſtuges 
of Scripture, the univerſal prevalence of fin is moſt poſitives 
ly aſſerted. There is no man which ſinneth not.“ 2 Chron. 
vi. 3b. ** Encer not into judgment with thy fervant, O 
Lord; for in thy ſi ht no man living ſha!l be juſtified.” 
Plal. cxliii. 2. That is, no man living is free from fin be— 
tore thee, ** For who can tay I have made my heart clean, 
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I am pure from my fin ?” Pfov. xx. 11. There is nota julf*! 
man upon earth that doeth good, and finneth not.“ Eccles, 
vii. 20. © In many things we offend all.” Jam. iii. 2. 
we ſay that we have no fin, we deceive ourſelves, and the . 
truth is not in us.“ 1 John i. 8. There is'none righteous, . 
no not one; there is none that underſtandeth ; there is none 
that ſeeketh after God? They are all gone out of the ways 
they are together become unprofitable, there is none that 
doeth good, no not one.” Rom. iii. 10, 11, 12 
By theſe various medes of ſpeech the univerſal prevalence 
of fin is aſſerted. And how can we account for it? Is it 
not evident to all mankind both if theory and fact, that 
every one purſues that to which he is moſt propenſe, and for 
which he has the greateſt inclination? If we had no natu- 
ral inclination, to fin againſt God, can it be ſuppoſed that 
all mankind would live in the practice of it? But that we 
all do til] we are converted, live in the practice of it, and 
love the practice of it, is clear beyond all controverſy, both 
from obſervation and the poſitive teſtimony of Scripture. 
Now this propenſity to iniquity, this mclination to rebel 
againſt God, from which theſe evil practices ariſe, and of 
which all men who ſincerely compare themſelves with the di- 
vine law muſt be conſcious, this is the depravity of human 
nature ; the certainty of which we are here endeavouring to 
prove, and the awful reality of which is manifeſt from the 
preceding conſiderations, - * 
So many difficulties may be ſuggeſted on every ſubject. 
eſpecially when we attempt a full comprehenfion of it, that 
we cannot wonder though ſome ſhould be ſuggeſted on that 
now before us. The mind of man is very limited, we un- 
derſtand but few ſubjects beſides thoſe which are revealed to 
us in Scripture; and even thoſe which are revealed, of 
which we have the cleareſt conceptions, are many of them, 
as to their modus, not to be clearly comprehended. To bear 
this truth continually in mind, is of great advantage. It 
will tend to keep us humble. It will ſhew vs the folly of 
purſuing what we can never obtain ; and the abſurdity of be- 
lieving nothing,the manner of which we cannot fully account 
for. Our own exiſtence, the compoſition of our frame. the 
reſurrection of the body, and innumerable other ſubjects, 
are attended with difficulties to us inſuperable. - 
We know not,” ſays a writer of great repute, . what 
our ſoul is, otherwiſe than by its operations. We are not 


able. 
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ne to determine what that conſtitution is, whence thoſe 
zerations proceed, or what particular and diſtin& idea is to 
be affixed to the word principle; if we call it, as many do, 
an intelligent or conſcious principle. 
„We know mot how the ſoul is united to the body, or 
what connection there is between impreſſions made upon the 
„ Morgans of ſenſation and the ideas arifing in our minds; or be- 
tween the volitions of our minds and the conſequent motions 
of our bodies. wi. i 

« We know not certainly how ideas are laid up in the 
memory : it is not demonſtrably evident that there are tra- 
ces in the brain, correſpondent to thoſe ideas ; but if it were, 


how recollection is performed, and in many caſes, why one 
idea is re collected rather than another, it is not poflible for 
us to ſay. e 5 

It ſtill remains in ſome degree, an uncertain queſtion, 
whether we think always, or only by intervals. 

«© The queſtion wherein perſonal identity confiſts, how 
plain ſoever it may have appeared to ſome, has been differ- 
eatly determined by different perſons of great learning and 
abilities; and is after all, attended with ſome perplexities. 

« The Phenomenon of dreams does alſo contain ſome 
very unaccountable things. How ideas are then ſuggeſted 
to the mind, in the reception of which we are entirely paſ- 
ſive; how dialogues are formed; and how the moral princi- 
ples of action feem to be ſuſpended, even while we continue 
to reaſon, (though often after a wild and inconcluſive man- 
ner) upon circumſtances and events in which we imagine 
ourſelves to be engaged.” Baxter on the ſoul. vol. ii. 1. 
8yo. edit. 

% The phenomenon of phrenſy is likewiſe very unac- 
tountable, and how the ſtate of the nerves and juices of the 
body at that time ſhould ſo ſtrongly affect our rational pow- 
ers, and make us creatures ſo very different from our 
ſelves T.“ 

All the works of nature are full of myſteries. We can- 
not account for innumerable facts which no rational man 
can diſbelieve. We therefore do not pretend to give you 
a phyfical account of the manner in which we become ſo 

corrupt 
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T am pure from my fin?” Prov. xx. 11. There is not a juff 
man upon earth that doeth good, and finneth not.“ Eccles, 
vii. 20. © In many things we offend all.” Jam. iii. 2. t 
we ſay that we have no fin, we deceive ourſelves, and the 
truth is not in us.“ 1 John i. 8. There is none righteous, 


no not one; there is none that underſtandeth ; there is none 
that ſeeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way; 


they are together become unprofitable, there 1s none that. 


doeth good, no not one.” Rom. iii. 10, 11, 12. 3 
By theſe various mcdes of ſpeech the univerſal prevalence 
of fin is aſſerted. And how can we account for it? Is it 
not evident to all mankind both in theory and fact, that 
every one purſues that to which he is moſt propenſe, and for 
which he has the greateſt inclination? If we had no natu- 
ral inclination, to tin againſt God, can it be ſuppoſed tha: 
all mankind would live in the practice of it? But that we 
all do til] we are converted, live in the practice of it, and 
love the practice of it, is clear beyond all controverſy, both 
from obſervation and the poſitive teſtimony of Scripture. 
Now this propenſity to iniquity, this inclination to rebel 
againſt (30d, from which theſe evil practices ariſe, and of 
which all men who ſincerely compare themſelves with the di- 
vine law muſt be conſcious, this is the depravity of human 
nature; the certainty of which we are here endeavouring to 
prove, and the awful reality of which is manifeſt from the 
preceding conſiderations. | 
So many difficulties may be ſuggeſted on every ſubject, 
eſpecially when we attempt a full comprehenfion of it, that 
we cannot wonder though ſome ſhould be ſuggeſted on that 
now before us. The mind of man is very limited, we un- 
derſtand but few ſubjects beſides thoſe which are revealed to 
us in Scripture; and even thoſe which are revealed, of 


which we have the cleareſt conceptions, are many of them, 


as to their modus, not to be clearly comprehended, To bear 
this truth continually in mind, is of great advantage. It 
will tend to keep us humble. It will ſhew vs the folly of 
purſuing what we can never obtain ; and the abſurdity of be- 
lieving nothing, the manner of which we cannot fully account 
for. Our own exiſtence, the compoſition of our frame. the 
reſurrection of the body, and innumerable other ſubjects, 
are attended with difficulties to us inſuperable. - 

We know not,” fays a writer of great repnte, © what 
our fou! is, other wiſe than by its operations. We are not 


able 
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able to determine what that conſtitution is, whence thoſe 
operations proceed, or what particular and diſtin& idea is to 
be affixed to the word principle; if we call it, as many do, 
an intelligent or conſcious principle. 

„% We know not how the ſoul is united to the body, or 
what connection there is between impreſſions made upon the 
organs of ſenſation and the ideas arifing in our minds; or be- 
tween the volitions of our minds and the conſequent motions 
of our bodies. : 

«© We know not certainly how ideas are laid up in the 
memory: it is not demonſtrably evident that there are tra- 
ces in the brain, correſpondent to thoſe ideas ; but if it were, 
how recollection is performed, and in many caſes, why one 
idea is recollected rather than another, it is not poſſible for 
us to ſay. 

&« It {till remains in ſome degree, an uncertain queſtion, 
whether we think always, or only by intervals. 

© The queſtion wherein perſonal identity confiſts, how 
pl.in ſoever it may have appeared to ſome, has been differ- 
eatly determined by different perſons of great learning and 
abilities; and is after all, attended with ſome perplegities. 

« The Phenomenon of dreams does alſo contain ſome 
very unaccountable things. How ideas are then ſuggeſted 
to the mind, in the reception of which we are entirely paſ- 
five; how dialogues are formed; and how the moral princi- 
ples of action ſeem to be ſuſpended, even while we continue 
to reaſon, (though often after a wild and inconcluſive man- 
ner) upon circuinſtances and events in which we imagine 
ourſelves to be engaged.” Baxter on the ſoul. vol. ii. 1. 
8vo. edit. | 

* The phenomenon of phrenſy is likewiſe very unac- 
countable, and how the ſtate of the nerves and juices of the 
body at that time ſhould ſo ſtrongly affect our rational -pow- 
ers, and make us creatures ſo very different from our 
ſelves .“ 

All the works of nature are full of myſteries. We can- 
not account for innumerable fats which no rational man 
can diſbelieve. We therefore do not pretend to give you 


a phyfical account of the manner in which we become fo 
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corrupt and depraved, any more than of many other unde. 
niah e facts. Nor is it neceſſary that we ſhould. It is of 
infivitely greater importance that we be deeply 1mpreftcd 
with the ne of its reality; and that we apply the remedy 
which G d has appointed for our recovery. 

Y t ſuch a general account may be given of this matter, 
as will be nereffary to anſwer every valuable purpoſe. | 
Tris natural to all creatures to produce an offspring reſem- 
bling themſelves. © This is known by conſtant obſervation, 
Hener like will produce its like,“ is become a maxim, 
As this maxim is corroborated and exemplified in the propa» 
gation f all other creatures, it is certainly very reaſonable 
to exp & that the propagation of the human ſpecies will not 
be an exception. It our firſt parents therefore, had conti- 
nued in that ſtate of purity in which they were created, in 
the image of God; it were natural to expect that their offspring 
would have been pure. But as they certaiuly did not con- 
tinue in that ſtate; as they were moſt evidently vitiated in 
their paſſions and moral powers, it is natural to expect that 
their offspring would be ſo too. 

The depravity of our firſt parents, after their fall, is ma- 
nifeſt trom their conduct. They fl:d from the preſence of 
the Lord, their Father and Friend, with whom they had 
enjoyed the moſt pleafing Communion. To attempt to flee 
from God diſcovered both their depravity and their folly, 
To flee from God is to flee from the ſource of all good. lt 
diſcovers averſion to him, though infinitely the beſt of be- 
ings. To attempt it is folly; for he is every where preſent, 
and none can eſcape his notice. | , 

| h-y both apologize for themſelves, inſtead of conic ſhag 
their fin, They aſk no pardon ; which, had they not been 
aw tully depraved, would have been their fift concern. 

Theſe things clearly indicate the depravity of the.r minds. 

Now, according to all the known laws of nature, can any 
thing be more reatonable than to expect that their offspring 
would reſemble them? ls it wonderful that thoſe who de- 
ſccud from them are carnal, proud, inſenſible of the evil of 
fin, and averſe to Communion with God, as our firſt parents 
were? And is it not as clear as the ſun that this has in fact, 
been the character of all men, by nature, in every age, 
and in every part of the world? 

This view of the origin of human depravity is confirmed 
by Scripture, as well as by reaſon. Man is bom 
like the wild Aflz's colt.“ Job. xi, 12. What is ny 

| that 
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that he ſhould be clean, or he that is born of a woman, 
that he ſhould be righteous ? Job xv. 14. % How can 
he be clean that is born of a woman?” Job xxv. 4. 
Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? Not 
one?” Job xiv: 4. Theſe paſſages not only clearly ſup- 
pote our native depravity ; but in the ſtrongeſt manner in- 
ſorm us that we are depraved in conſequence of the moral 
pollution of our parents. The moſt natural and ſtriking 
concluſion is, that as our %% parents were polluted aud 
propenſe to fo, therefore {v are all their offspr: ng. 

III. We conclude this addreſe, y mentioning ſome 1mpor=- 
tant purpoſes to which the ſobjeg may be impr ved. 

1. Hence we learn the neecflity and ature of regenera- 
tion. 

Our Saviour affirms that without this change nne can 
enter the kingdom of Heaven. John 111. 3. 5. —[t is at firſt 
fight, obvious, that none can be happy with God- in his 
Kingdom, who do not cordially love he ſervice of God, 
who cannot take delight iu being wholly devoted to bim. 
Heaven is a ſtate of perfect holinels. Nothing unclean can 
enter there. Rev. xxi. 27. Let it then be ſeriouſly : .ttended 
to, by all who read this ſhort epiſtle. Let every one ap- 
ply it to himſelf. Ye m..ſt be born again,” or you never 
can be happy. 

The nature of regeneration may alſo be learnt from what 
we have ſaid, It is not a mere change of notions or forms, 
Itis not merely conviction of fin ; or any particular comforts 
experienced in the mind; but the renewal of the heart t. om 
the love of ſin, to the love of God and univerſal holineſs, 
For without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord. 2 Cor. v. 
17. Heb. xii. 14. 

2. You learn hence, the neceſſity of cloſe and ſerious ſelf- 
examination. Dear Brethren, take care to“ prove your own 
ſelves.” Enquire frequently, as in the preſence of him who 
knows your hearts and ali your ways. Are you ren» wed in 
the ſpirit of your minds? Epheſ. iv. 23. Do you delight in 
the law of God, after the inward man? Rom. vii. 22. If 
you are born again, you are conſcious of your imperfections 
and lament them. But with all theſe you love holineſs. 
Your delight is in the law of the Lord. Pſalm i. 2. You 
hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, Mat. v. 6. The ge- 
neral tenor of your conduct proves it. Do not imagine that 
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corrupt and depraved. any more than of many other unde. 
niah e facts. Lor is it neceilary that we ſhould. It is of 
infivitly greater imp; 'Ttance that we be deeply 1mprei!c4 
with, the { 9 © of its reality; and that we apply the remedy 
which (3 d has appointed tor our recovery. 

Y t ſuch a ge (eral account may be given of this matter, 
as well Ve nc: cliary ro anſwer every valuable purpoſe. 

It is catural to all creatures to produce an offspring reſem- 
bling themſelves. This is know by conſtant obſcrvatiou, 
Hence: „like will produce its like,“ is b-come a maxim. 
A thie maxim is corroborated and exemolifizd in the propa» 
gut 0 fall other creatures, it is certainly very reatonabie 
toexp & that the propagation of the human ſpecies will not 
be an exccpr.ov, Lt our firſt parents therefore, had conti— 
nued in that ſtate of purity in which they were created, 24 
he image 5f ; it were natural to expect that their offspring 
Would have been pure. But as they certaialy did not con— 
tinue in that ſtate; as they were moſt evidently vitiated in 
their paſſions an. moral powers, It is natural to expedt that 
their offspring v 611d be fo too. 


The depraviiy t our firſt parents, after their fall, is ma- 


nifeſt trom their conduct. They fl-d from the preſence of | 


the Lord, their Father and Friend, with whom they had 
enjoyed the molt pleaſing Commun.on. To attempt to flee 
trum God diſcoveted both their depravity and their folly, 
To fice from God is to flee from the ſource of all good. lt 
diicovers averſion to him, though infinitely the beſt of be- 
ings. To attempt it is folly; for he is every where preient, 
and none can eicape his notice. 

hey both apologize (or themſelves, inſtead of cone fliag 
their fin, They aſk no pardon ; which, had they not been 
aw tuily depraved, would have been their fun concern. 

Thee things clearly indicate the depravity of the. r minds. 

Now, according to all the known laws of nature, can any 
thing be more reatonable than to expect that their offspring 
would reiemole them? ls it wonderful that thoſe who de- 
ſc...d from them are carnal, proud, intenfible of the evil of 


fin, and averl! to Communion with God, as our firſt parents 


were? And is it not as clear as the ſun that this has in fact, 
been tie character of all men, by nature, in every age 
ag n every part of the world ? 

This view of the origin of human depravity is confirmes 
by Scripture, as well as by reaſon. Man is born 
3:te the wild Aſſa's colt.“ Job. xi, 12. What is man 
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trat he ſwould be clean, or he that is born of a women, 
nat he ſhould be righteous * Job 1. 14. & How can 
ne be clean that is born of a woman?” Job xxv. 4. 
« \\ ho can bring a clean thing out of an vnaclean? Not 
one?“ Joh xiv: 4. Theſe patiag, s not only clearly iup— 
pole our native depravity; but in the ſtrongelt manner in- 
form us that we are depraved in conſcqg uence of the moral 
pollution of our parents. The moſt natural and ſtriking 
concluſion is, that as our 7 parents w-re poilured aud 
propenſe to fin, therefore 1. arc all their oft=pr ng. 

III. We conclude this ddrei-, -y mentioning ſon e I!NDOr- 
tant purpvtes to Which the (ubj: & may be impr ved. 

1. Hence we learn the neccffity and ature of regenera- 
tion, 

Our Saviour affirms that without this change nm» ne can 
enter the kingdom of Heaven. John i, 3 5 —it 1s at firſt 
ſight, obvious, that non: can be tBepp m id in his 
Kingdom, who do not cordially love the {ervice of God, 
who cannot take delight 11, being whollv Jcevuted to him. 
Heaven is a ſtate of perfect holinets. Nothing unclean can 
enter there, Rev. xx1. 27. Ler i then be ſeriouſly : ttended 
to, by all who read th's ſhort epiſtie. Let every one ap- 
ply it to himſelf, “ Ye m ſt be born aga'n,”? or you never 
can be happy. 

The nature of regeneration may alſo be learnt fron what 
we have ſaid, It is not a mere change of notions or terms, 
Itis not merely conviction of fin ; or any particular c mf »rts 
experienced in the mind; but the renewal of the heart t. om 
the love of fin, to the love of God and univerſal haligefs. 
For without holineis no man fhujl ice the Lord. 2 Cor. v. 
17. Heb. xi. 14. 

2. You lcarn nence, the neceſſi y of cloſe and ſerious ſelſ- 
examination. Dear Brethren, take care to“ prove vou own. 
ſelves.“ Enguire frequently, as in the preſence of him who 
Knows vour hearts and ali your ways. Are you ten wed in 
the ſpirit of your minds? Epheſ. iv. "3; Do you delight in 
ihe law of God, after the inward man? Rom. vii. 22. If 
Youu are horn again, you are conſcious of your imp rfectons 
and lament them. But with all theſe yo: love holinefs. 
Your delight is in the law of the Lord. Pialm i. 2. You 
8 and thirſt after righteoufneſs. Mat. v. 6. The ge- 
al tenor Of your conduct proves it. Do not imagine that 
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any religion will be of ſervice to you but ſuch as produce 
fruits of holineſs in your conduct. The tree is known 
it's fruits. If you be real Chriſtians, you are made free 
from the reigning power of fin; you ate become ſervants ta 
God; you have your fruit unto holineſs; and you may live 
in the aſſurance that the end will be everlaſting life. Rom, 
Vi. 22. | | 

3. We fee from hence, the neceſſity of reminding our 
children, ſervants and friends, of their fallen condition, 
and of the change they muſt experience in order to be truly 
happy. We beſeech you, brethren, be attentive to this; 
and uſe all your influence, and exert all your capacity t6 
awaken their minds to a proper ſenſe of theſe things. Let 
them not dream that an outward reformation, will ſuffice, 
That renewal of heart which is neceſſary for you is equally 
ſo for them. If you wiſh their eternal welfare, while you 
uſe all the prudence and gentleneſs you can, never for. et this 
great truth in family inſtructions or friendly admonitions. 

4. Hence we may obſerve the abſurdity of the dactrine of 
Salvation by works. This is not only contrary to expreſs 

Scripture, but to the nature of things, and the ſtate of man, 

Is it ſuppoſable that a depraved creature, ſuch as all are, 
can perform any works that will recommend him to a God 
of infinite purity, or atone for the fins he has committed? 
When all is imperfect which ſuch a perſon performs, can 
any of his imperfect performances entitle him to Heaven! 
He muſt have free pardon, or he cannot be pardoned at all, 
It is plain trom the reaſon of things, as well as from Scrip- 
ture, that Salvation is ** not by works of righteouſnels 
which we have done.“ Tit. iii. v. | 

5. What great mercy was it in God, to provide a Savi- 
our for ruined man, when all the human race are thus revol- 
ted and fallen from him! let every mind contemplate this 
wonderful compaſſion !*” “God fo loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in 
him might not periſh, but have everlaſting life.“ John ii. 
16. Fallen and ruined as we all are, peace, pardon, and 
lite are now proclaimed to us through Jeſus Chriſt, and 
« by him, all that believe are juſtiſied frbm all things.“ 
Acts xiii. 39. Not only are finners condemned on account 
of fn, but even the moſt eminent Saints ſee and confeſs 
their own impei fections and humbly acknowledge their de- 
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ey feats. This we have ſeen already. Jeſus has therefore 
Yy taught his Uiſciples, to pray daily for the pardon ot their 


e ſins, as long as they pray for =—y bread. Mat. vi. a1, 12.— 
to How happy is it for them, while they are ſo imperfect in 
e themſelves, that they are accepted in the beloved, and com- 


n, lete in him, who 1s the head of all principality and power. 
Ephe. i. 6. Col ii. 10. | 
T 6. We truſt moſt of thoſe who will read this ſhort Tetter, 
n, have happily experienced a deliverance from the power of 
5 that depravity which has ſo awfully overſpread the human 
; race. We truft, brethren, you are not only juſtified freely 
10 by the blood of Chriſt, but are ſaved by the waſhing of re- 
et generation, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt.” Tit. iti. We 


e. congratulate you, on this happy deliverance. We unite 
Lich you, in praiſe to God for the great grace conferred 
p upon you. And we earneſtly beſcech you to “ cleave to 


is the Lord with purpoſe of heart.“ As you have received 
| Chriſt Jeſus, the Lord, ſo walk ye in him.” Take care 
that you be not again enſnared by the enemy ot your fouls. 
Maintain a conſtant regard to Chriſt as the foundation of all 
your hope, peace, and comfort; and keep his glory in view, 
as the end of all your actions. Grieve not the Holy »pi- 
rit of God, whereby ye are ſealed to the day of redemption.” 
And labour continually to grow in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour * Chriſt, till he take vou 
to his Kingdom and Glory. On mentioning this bliſsful 
Kingdom of Chriſt, we are led to conclude by adding, 

7. What an unſpeakable conſolation is it, that all the real 
followers of Chriſt have ſuch happineſs in proſpect an 
everlaſting world of perfect felicity! A world where fi ſhall 
never come ! W bere depravity ſhall never be known] There, 
brethren, ſhall you ſing victory for ever over all your ene- 
mies! All that you can defire, or enjoy ſhall be your eternal 
portion. You ſhall ſee the Redeemer “ as he is.“ You 
ſhall “ ſce him face to face!” And with an innumerable 
company of Angels and happy ſpirits, you ſhail unite in a+ 
ſcribing “ blefling, and honour, and glory, to Him that 
fatteth on the throne, and to the Lamb ior ever and ever.” 
Rev. v. 13- God grant that when we have in our poor, 
imperfect manner, ſerved our generation, by his will, till 
he ſhall ſee it meet to remove us hence, we may all meet 
you in that world of conſummate felicity and glory, for dur 
adorable Redeemer's lake. AMEN. 

In behalf of the aflociation. D. TAYLOR, 


— "II — — fL—?—ũ2]— 
— — — · ·«A4jA. — 


YT 
any religion will be of ſervice to you but ſuch as produces 
fruits of holineſs in your conduct. The tree is known by 
it's fruits. If you be real Chriſtians, you are made tree 
from the reigning power of fin; you are become ſervants to 
God; you have your fruit unto holineſs; and you may hye 
in the aſſurance that the end will be everlaſting life. Rom, 
Vl. 22. 

3. We ſee from hence, the neceſſity of reminding our 
children, ſervants and friends, of their fallen condition, 
and of the change they muſt experience in order to be truly 
happy. We beſeech you, brethren, be attentive to this; 
and uſe all your influence, and exert all your capacity to 
awaken their minds to a proper ſenſe of theſe things. Let 
them not dream that an outward reformation will ſuffice, 
That renewal of heart which is neceſſary for you is equaliy 
ſo for them. If you wiſh their eternal welfare, while you 
uſe all the prudence and gentleneſs you can, never for. et this 

great truth in family inſtructions or friendly admonitions. 

4. Hence we may obſerve the abſurdity of the ductrine of 
Salvation by works, This is not only contrary to expretz 


Scripture, but to the nature of things, and the ſtatz of man. 
Is it ſuppoſable that a depraved creature, ſuch as all are, 
can perform any works that will recommend him to a Gut 
of infinite purity, or atone for the fins he has committed?“ 


When all is imperfect which ſuch a perſon performs, can 


any of his imperfect performances entitle him to Heaven?“ 
He muſt have free pardon, or he cannot be pardoned at all. 


It is plain trom the reaſon of things, as well as from Scrip- 
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5. What great mercy was it in God, to provide a Savi- 
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fects. This we have ſeen already. Jeſus has therefore 
taught his diſciples, to pray daily for the pardon ot their 
fins, as long as they pray for ed bread. Mat. vi. 11. 12.— 
How happy is it for them, while they are ſo imperfeft in 
themſelves, that they are accepted in the beloved, and com- 
plete in him, who 1s the head of all principality and power. 
Epheſ. i. 6. Col ii. 10. 

6. We truſt moſt of thoſe who will read this ſhort letter, 
have happily experienced a deliverance from the power of 
that depravity which has ſo awfully overſpread the human 
race. We truft, brethren, you are not only juſtified freely 
by the blood of Chriſt, but are ©* ſaved by the waſhing of re- 
generation, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt.” Tit. it. We 
congratulate you, on this happy deliverance. We uaite 
with you, in praiſe to God for the great grace conferred 
upon you. And we earneſtly beſcech you to“ cleave to 
the Lord with purpoſe of heart.” As you have received 
Chriſt Jeſus, the Lord, ſo walk ye in him.” Take care 
that you be not again enſnared by the enemy of your fouls. 
Maintain a conſtant regard to Chriſt as the foundation of all 
your hope, peace, and comfort; and keep his glory in view, 
as the end of all your actions. Grieve not the Holy »pi- 
rit of God, whereby ye are ſealed to the day of redemption.” 
And iabour continually to grow ir grace, and in the know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jetus Chiift, till he take vou 
to his Kingdom and Glory. On mentioning this bliſsful 
Kingdom of Chriſt, we are led to conclude by adding, 

7. What an unſpeakable conſolation is it, that all the real 
foliowers of Chriſt have ſuch happineſs in proſpect an 
everlaſting world of perfect felicity! A world where ft ſhall 
never come! Where depravity ſhall never be known! There, 
brethren, ſhall you ſing victory for ever over all your ene- 
mies! All that you can defire, or enjoy ſhall be your eternal 
portion. You ſhall ſee the Redeemer ** as he is“ You 
hall „ ſce him face to face!” And with an innumerable 
company of Angels and happy ſpirits, you ſhail unite in a+ 
ſcrib.ng “ bleſſing, and houour, and glory, to Him that 
fitreih on the throne, and to the Lamb ior ever and ever.” 
Rev. v. 13. Cod grant that when we have in our poor, 
imperfect manner, ſerved our generation, by his will, till 
he ſhall ſee it meet to remove us hence, we may all mcet 
you in that world of coniutnmate felicity and glory, for dur 
adorable Redeemer's laxc. ANTEN. 
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